Walter VanderMeulen
October 17, 1931 - June 17, 2015

Walter John Vander Meulen passed away at Munson Hospice House on June 17, 2015.
Walter was born on October 17, 1931 in
Holland, Michigan to Lester Vander Meulen and Esther (Selle) Vander
Meulen. He graduated from Holland High School in 1949 where he played varsity football
and received three varsity letters in track. Walter won the South/West 440 yard dash and
medaled at the Class A track meet. Walter received his bachelor's degree from Hope
College, where he won the long jump in the MIAA Conference; setting a new Hope
College track record, and was admitted to the history honor society, Phi Alpha Theta.
Walter received his Master's Degree from the University of Michigan.
Surviving Walter is his wife Janet (Frederickson); sons, Marc (Jill) of Holland, Michigan
and Kirk of Kathleen, Georgia and daughter, Patricia Walton of Bushnell, Illinois and three
grandchildren; Levi Walton, Steven Walton and Leslie Walton.
Walter taught at the Frankfort-Elberta Schools for thirty-eight years, also serving as
principal and junior high football and basketball coach. Walter was an early organizer of
the Frankfort Men's Volleyball League and a member of the Frankfort Lion's Club in the
1960s and 1970s when it was responsible for the maintenance of Bellows Park. During his
retirement, Walter operated a lawn-care business. Walter was an avid walker and enjoyed
visiting with local town officials during his daily travels around Frankfort.
Cremation has taken place and the family will remember him privately. Memorial
Contributions may be made to the Betsie Shores Library, Frankfort, Michigan, 49635.
Arrangements by Jowett Family Funeral Homes & Cremation Service, in Frankfort &
Benzonia.

Comments

“

My thoughts and prayers are with your family.. Kimberly McClellan

Shelly Smith - June 20, 2015 at 10:17 AM

“

The only teacher to ever call me Kimberly! Learned a lot from this man and although
he rarely smiled I was often able to get a smirk and a chuckle! You will be
missed.....RIP Walt

Kim Curtis-Putney - June 19, 2015 at 09:09 PM

“

Mr. VanderMeulen was principal at the highschool in Frankfort when I was a student
in the '60s. I remember him as a fair and very kind man. Margaret (Matthews) Salfi,
Fenton, Mi.

Margaret(Matthews)Salfi - June 19, 2015 at 04:52 PM

“

I spent a lot of time in his office getting to know him in a different kind of way. Always
respected him and new him as a very fair man. Randall K. Gilbert
Randall K. Gilbert - June 21, 2015 at 02:56 PM

