Rex P Ballard
June 9, 1962 - July 21, 2016

Rex P. Ballard, Benzonia, 54, “God, grant that I may fish until my dying day.” And he did.
Rex passed away after a successful fishing trip on Thursday July 21, 2016.
Rex loved to be on any body of water in any sort of vessel as long as he had a fishing pole
in his hand. Whether targeting barracuda in the gulf or pulling bluegill out of Glover’s Lake
he was happiest with a line in the water.
He shared his pastime and his heart his wife, Brenda of almost 22 years and their blended
family, Josh, Jacob, Aaron and Nathaniel.
Rex loved deep and he loved strong. If you were lucky enough to be his friend you know
he would do anything for you.
He will be greatly missed.
Visitation will be on Tuesday July 26 at 4:00PM at Crystal Mountain Resort in the James
Bay Room. A memorial service will follow at 5:30PM with Pastor Nick Toomey officiating.
Donations beyond final expenses will be forwarded to the Outdoor Dreams Foundation, an
organization that gives terminally ill children an opportunity to go on a guided hunting or
fishing trip. Thank You for being a part of his life. Arrangements by Jowett Family Funeral
Homes & Cremation Service.
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Comments

“

My heart and sympathy goes out to Brenda and family. I knew Rex during his EMT
days. He had a smile and a kind word for everyone. It was always a pleasure to see
him when our paths crossed. God Bless you Rex. The world is a better place
because you were here. -Kathy Banktson

Kathy - August 23, 2016 at 01:01 PM

“

Caroline Vincent lit a candle in memory of Rex P Ballard

Caroline Vincent - July 31, 2016 at 09:12 AM

“

Rex was the nicest big guy I had the chance to know. His generosity went far beyond
his size! I didn't realize he had such a connection to my family until last winter
working with him at crystal mountain. He played softball for years and grew up with
my uncle Herman Grostick. I wouldn't have known this except he said something
about his heart doctor one time while we were working. So I asked where we went
and he said Munson and that one of the old Grostick girls worked there and thats my
mom. From there we learned a lot about each other and both felt a bond
immediately! He gave me a sense of connection to my late uncle with his stories of
boyhood with him. We traded stories quite frequently after that and grew a mutual
respect of friendship for each other. Enough we even got a round of golf in together
one night on a Thursday. I felt like it was the first of many things to come between us.
I am truly sorry for your loss! Rex will truly be missed by myself and my family! In our
thoughts forever!
Joshua Kevwitch

Joshua Kevwitch - July 27, 2016 at 08:38 PM

“

9 files added to the album LifeTributes

Jowett Family Funeral Home & Cremation Service - July 26, 2016 at 02:28 PM

“

52 files added to the album LifeTributes

Jowett Family Funeral Home & Cremation Service - July 26, 2016 at 11:54 AM

“

Growing up with my " up north cousins" literally make up my happiest memories from
fishing, swimming, exploring the woods, sled rides down Uncle Johns hill, hauling
wood, the outhouse, piling up in the back of a pick up truck, catching grasshoppers,
gathering around a picnic table, roasting marshmallows, butt whoopings with a willow
switch and grandmas kitchen. One of my proudest moments with Rex was during a
walk out in the woods on the way to where his house is now. I don't have to remind
anyone of how long that kids legs were compared to mine. We just about made it to
the clearing when we came across s good size blue racer. It was the one and only
time I was able to beat Rex in a foot race,with the woods as an obstacle course. I
beat him back to the house while he called me a whimp! He staggered in pale and
sweaty looking for a gun to oust the serpent but ended up in the chair instead. My
hero!! I'm thankful my children got to meet him. My daughter fell in love with his
family and I share those up north stories every chance I get. I will always love and
miss you cousin.
Carol

Carol Rowland - July 26, 2016 at 07:01 AM

“

Sorry for your loss prayers to you all

Tina Hillier - July 25, 2016 at 05:24 AM

“

Tina Hillier lit a candle in memory of Rex P Ballard

Tina Hillier - July 25, 2016 at 05:22 AM

“

Rex Ballard was one of those guys who always had a smile and a kind word
whenever you saw him. I was fortunate enough to worship with him for a few years
and know he had a deep love of God. His love of fishing was legendary and only
fitting that it should be his last activity here on earth. He will be greatly missed by the
whole community
Sandi Honigfort

Sandra Honigfort - July 24, 2016 at 05:12 PM

