Nelson A. Fender
December 14, 1942 - August 6, 2016

Nelson A. Fender, Frankfort, died on Saturday, August 6, 2016 at home. Son of James
and Verla Fender, he was born on December 14, 1942 in Cadillac, MI and later raised in
Manton. After graduation he went into the Navy, serving for two years. He married Viva
Goheen in 1964, later moving to Frankfort with her to have their three sons, Tom, Dave,
and Gerry, and one daughter, Dawn.
Nelson worked at Frankfort Manufacturing for several years before going on to work at
GTP Industries in Traverse City. At GTP, he met and worked with a few mentally
handicapped employees, which he enjoyed. He was a man full of gratitude and he
enjoyed doing things for others along with seeing the happiness it brought to them.
Nelson was a devoted father to all his children and followed all of David’s Special
Olympics throughout Michigan. For Tom and Dawn, he got them into BMX racing and was
proud to watch the two compete. Anyone that knew Nelson probably heard a BMX story or
two. He took them racing throughout Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Wisconsin, and
Canada. Nelson was also a proud fan of the Frankfort Panthers. No matter where the
football game was, you would almost always find him there. He was very proud of his
granddaughter, Courtney, as well, trying to attend as many of her snowmobile races as he
could. His grandsons, Levi and Andy, got into car racing on dirt tracks, where Nelson
cheered them on Friday nights. He handed out business cards proudly and bragged about
his son-in-law, Andy Nickerson’s, local towing company. He was proud of even his extend
family, though the true love of his life was his wife Vi. There was nothing he wouldn’t do for
here and together they shared 52 years.
Nelson is survived by his wife Viva Fender, sons, Tom (Shannon) and David Fender,
daughter, Dawn (Andy) Nickerson, grandchildren, Levi McMullen, Courtney Fender, Andy
Nickerson III and Monique Nickerson, great grandchildren, Emma and Mason Strang,
sister, Sylvia Woodworth, her children, Catherin and Harold Woodworth, and stepsiblings,
James, Patrick, and Viola.
A memorial service will be held at 2:00 PM on Saturday, August 13 at the Day Avenue
Baptist Church, 530 Day Ave, Frankfort with Elrey Goheen officiating. Visitation one hour
prior. Arrangements by Jowett Family Funeral Homes & Cremation Service.
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