Lois Martindale
July 7, 1930 - March 19, 2019

Lois J. Martindale died peacefully in her sleep on March 19, 2019 of natural causes at age
88. She resided in Benzonia, MI for 30 years before moving to Lansing in 2015 to be
closer to family.
Lois was born in Highland Park, MI, July 7, 1930, the daughter of the Reverend Waldo and
Mildred (Hunt) Martindale. She spent her early childhood in Detroit, went through
elementary school in Philadelphia, PA, and returned to Michigan for her junior and senior
high school years. By the time Lois graduated from Flushing High School, she had
attended 11 schools, accidentally skipping one grade. She left Michigan and headed to
Chicago to attend Northern Baptist Theological Seminary and later received a Bachelor of
Theology (Th.B.) degree from William Tyndale College and a B.A. in psychology and
sociology from Wayne State University.
Lois was youth director and parish visitor for the Clarenceville Methodist Church of
Farmington for three years. She served as pastor of the Campbell Memorial Church in
Ferndale, MI for eight years, during which she led the congregation in building a new
church building. She then served as pastor of the St. Paul’s Methodist Church in Highland
Park for three years. A significant part of her mission there was to work toward a racially
integrated congregation.
Later, while finishing her master’s degree from Wayne State University, she worked for
three years as a Director of Social Services at the Gratiot County Medical Care Facility in
Alma, MI. In 1971 Lois returned to Detroit where she worked as an administrative
assistant, undergraduate advisor and research assistant in the WSU Department of
Sociology, while finishing studies that led to a Ph.D. in Family and Medical Sociology. It is
during this time that Lois met Lilo Hoelzel-Seipp and Dr. Ruth Alice (Raye) Rosen. Lilo
became a lifelong friend and Raye Rosen became her life partner. Lois and Raye shared a
life for over 35 years until Raye died in 2013.
Lois completed her post-doctoral work to qualify as a clinical member and approved

supervisor of the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy. She also
received the Medical Association for Marriage and Family Therapy’s Annual Professional
Award. In 1977 she joined the faculty of the Department of Family Medicine at Wayne
State University School of Medicine as a teacher, supervisor and therapist. In 1981 she
also became a part-time therapist at Grosse Point Psychological Center. She continued in
these positions until 1985 when she moved to Benzonia and opened a private practice,
with offices in Traverse City and Benzonia. Lois practiced fulltime until her retirement in
1997.
Lois derived great pleasure form traveling, enjoying trips to Kenya and Tanzania, France,
England, Hawaii, Alaska, Peru, Antarctica, and many other destinations in Mexico,
Canada and the U.S. She enjoyed the out of doors, including gardening, bird watching,
hiking, camping and fishing, and teaching her grandchildren how to fish. She found joy in
her home in Benzonia, the many friends she had there, and the beautiful area near Crystal
Lake and Lake Michigan. Other interests included caring for and loving her dogs and cats,
gourmet cooking, reading, photography, music, and spending time with friends and family.
Anyone who knew Lois knew how much she loved planning, anticipating, preparing and
eating food. This was one of her greatest joys.
Lois was an active member of the First Congregational Church in Frankfort during the
years she resided in northern Michigan. After moving to Lansing she stayed in touch with
relatives and friends, but her ability to stay connected with the outside world became more
difficult, as her hearing and eyesight diminished. Aphasia transformed into dementia,
shifting how she perceived and interacted with those around her. Toward the end of her
life, Lois was unable to take part easily or at all in phone conversations with loved ones,
going to movies, or hearing and watching the news. She was no longer able to enjoy the
view of the woods behind her Lansing apartment, read or hear books on tape, listen to
music, go for walks, or leave her apartment in the last few months of her life.
Margot (Rosen) Allen lived with her for over six years, providing the majority of her care,
keeping her happy and safe, including preparing or purchasing food she enjoyed. Holly
Rosen and Robin Orsborn, who lived nearby, assisted with laundry, grocery shopping,
other tasks, and helped Margot provide Lois with lots of hugs and overall care. Local and
visiting family and friends took her for walks, held her hand, and listened to stories that did
not always make sense. Her family worked with Hospice to ensure that she could
comfortably stay at home. Lois’ family is grateful for the invaluable support of Compassus,
a Hospice Program in the Lansing area, who provided critical support to Lois and family
during the last few months of her life, including a Chaplain who met with Lois several
times, sharing a common bond with her, since they both had been Methodist Ministers.

Lois is survived by her brother, Charles Martindale (Nancy) of Danville, KY, her daughters,
Margot Allen and Holly Rosen (Robin Orsborn), and grandchildren, Devin and Kelsey
Rosen and Nicholas Orsborn. She also leaves behind many Benzonia friends.
Lois was cremated by Jowett Family Funeral Homes & Cremation Services in Benzonia.
The burial of her remains will take place at the Benzonia Township Cemetery. A memorial
is scheduled for June 1, 2019, at the First Congregational Church in Frankfort. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may be made to the Frist Congregational Church of Frankfort;
Compassus Hospice, Palliative Care and Home Health of Lansing; or MSU Safe Place in
East Lansing.
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