Langdon "Larry" Miller
September 12, 1935 - August 16, 2015

Langdon L. “Larry” Miller, Frankfort, retired businessman; and civic leader died on August
16, 2015 at the age of 79.
Born September 12, 1935 in Bedford, MI Larry’s early years were spent on the small
family farm, in Bedford, MI. In 1940, the family moved to Urbandale; a N.W. suburb of
Battle Creek. The new home was near his father’s Standard Oil Service Station. Larry’s
work ethic was established by cleaning customer’s windshields at his father’s service
station; doing station chores; and shoveling snow off the driveways, before the station
opened in the morning.
As a youth Larry worked at Camp Ben Johnston, the Boy Scout Camp. He achieved the
rank of Eagle Scout; and learned the values of discipline, honesty, and integrity. During his
teen years, he worked after school at a local hardware store.
Upon graduating from Battle Creek Central High School, Larry was awarded a four year
Regents Alumni Scholarship to the University of Michigan. Larry’s summers were spent
unloading one hundred pound bags of sugar, from Cuba, at the Kellogg Company. He
funded his entire college education. Upon graduation from the University of Michigan with
a Bachelor of Arts and Science, Larry entered the University of Michigan Law School.
In August 1957, Larry married Joan Evangeline Baughn at the Ann Arbor Methodist
Church. The couple went on to have three daughters Catherine, Elizabeth and Sarah.
Larry’s business career began with the Prudential Insurance Company, where he received
extensive training in life underwriting; and estate planning. In 1959 he was offered an
opportunity in sales with the Standard Company of Indiana. Over the next twelve years,
Larry advanced up the “corporate Ladder” achieving the position of Manager-Sales
Training Consumer/Commercial for five mid-western states. He was selected to attend the
Industrial Relations Center for Management at the University of Chicago.
In 1971, Larry purchased the Amoco Oil Company distributorship in Benzie County; and
formed Miller Petroleum Inc. In 1980, he purchased Cherryland Oil Company in Traverse
City; and expanded operations to include Benzie, Grand Traverse, Leelanau and portions
of Wexford Counties. In 1982, he sold Cherryland Oil Company; and purchased two
abandoned, closed service stations in Benzie County. Modern “upscale” convenience
stores were created in the towns of Beulah and Frankfort.

Generous and civic minded, Larry believed in “giving back” to the community. Civic
activities and former positions include: President of the Frankfort Chamber of Commerce;
Secretary-Treasurer Frankfort Industrial Park; President of Frankfort Rotary; President and
Co-Founder of Willoughby Rotary Foundation; Paul Harris Fellow; Chairman of the Board
of Directors of Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital; Board of Directors State Savings Bank
(1985-2015); Director/Trustee Munson Healthcare; Director/Trustee Paul Oliver Memorial
Hospital Foundation; Director/Officer Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
(2000-2015); Chairman Anchor & Heart Endowment Fund; City of Frankfort Planning
Commission; Chairman City of Frankfort Zoning Board of Appeals and Traverse City
Economic Club.
Larry’s hobbies included walking trips with Joan throughout the world. Countries traveled
were Austria; Chile (Patagonia); Costa Rica; England; Scotland; Ireland; Germany; Italy;
Norway; southern France; Turkey; Russia and Nepal. In 1996 after recovering from major
surgery, Larry and Joan spent twenty-one days hiking in the Himalayas on the Mt. Everest
Trail. His favorite summer pastime was his vegetable garden on M-22, between Frankfort
and Elberta. Each summer friends and neighbors enjoyed the bounty of his garden.
He is survived by his beloved wife Joan; his children Catherine Shaffer of Raleigh, North
Carolina; Elizabeth McNamara (Michael); Glendale, MO; Sarah Toms of Honor, MI and
four grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents; William Otto Miller and Mary Mildred Smith
Miller and his brother William Dexter Miller.
Larry was fond of a quotation by Booker T. Washington “I’ve learned that success is to be
measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life, as by the obstacles
they have overcome while trying to succeed.”
We proudly say “Goodbye” to a loving husband, a good father and a caring and
responsible Fellow Citizen. He loved telling a story and touched many lives, but we are at
peace knowing that he is now with our Heavenly Father.
A memorial service will be held at 11:00AM Friday, August 28, at the First Congregational
Church of Frankfort with Rev. Dinah Haag officiating. There will be a visitation one hour
prior to the service at the church. The Miller family will be hosting a visitation Thursday
August 27 from 4 to 7PM at the Jowett Family Funeral Homes in Benzonia. Memorials
contributions may be directed to the Larry and Joan Miller Endowment Fund; c/o the
Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation, 250 East Front St, Traverse City, MI
49684. This endowment fund supports Benzie Home Health Care, Benzie Area Christian
Neighbors (BACN), Anchor & Heart Fund (POMH) and Elizabeth Lane Oliver Center for
the Arts. Arrangements by Jowett Family Funeral Homes & Cremation Service, in
Frankfort & Benzonia.
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First Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Jowett Family Funeral Home - Benzonia
7223 South Street, Benzonia, MI, US, 49616
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Funeral

11:00AM

First Congregational Church of Frankfort
431 Forest Ave, Frankfort, MI, US, 49635

Comments

“

My condolences sorry to here about larry death hope you are keeping well yourself
ken your coach driver

Claire Judkins - December 25, 2015 at 11:27 AM

“

When I was 9 years old living in Frankfort, Michigan in 1980, I had a paper route
delivering the Traverse City Record Eagle to Frankfort citizens. Larry Miller was on
my route and was always a very nice gentleman who was kind to me and
appreciative of the me delivering him the news everyday, even when snow storms
stopped me from delivering on time.
Later, when I was in high school, Larry had heard that I was no longer working at the
Car Ferry Restaurant. People must have shared some stories with him about my
work ethic and he must have remembered me from my days of delivering
newspapers to him all those years before. He personally came to my home and
asked my mother to have me stop by and see him because he wanted me to work for
him. His belief in me and the fact that, as a very accomplished business professional,
he personally took time out of his daily schedule to come to my house and ask me to
work for him, gave me a great amount of confidence and personal self belief that I
was a valued member of society and that I had something to offer others. I was at a
dark place in my life then and he helped me to see that my life was worth something,
that I mattered to others and that others felt this way about me as well.
As it turned out, I could not work for him because I was not yet 18 years old;
however, this is a story I have told over and over again throughout my life because it
had such an impact on me. I doubt if later in life he would have ever remembered
that he came to my house to ask me to work for him in the late 80's, but I never did
forget him.
I am sad to hear of his passing but I hope that my story will help his loved ones
remember the man he was, not just to them, but to everyone in the community.
Thank you, Larry Miller, for your small but fruitful act of kindness.
Travis Bailey

Travis Bailey - September 22, 2015 at 09:08 PM

“

Thank you Travis for sharing that. I am his daughter Beth and that meant a lot to me. I am
absolutely sure he would of remembered you, he remembered everyone and saved
everything. My Dad had a great ability of finding and seeking out hard workers, honest and
kind people, he loved developing and mentoring them. He loved to see people further
themselves in their own lives and to him leadership meant service. I am sure he recognized
your work ethic at such an early age as you delivered those newspapers. I actually recall

him talking about how his paper always came on time! He loved telling a story and I
remember him talking about the snowstorms and still getting a paper! Thank you for taking
the time to write about Dad and share those sediments. It would of made Dad smile. With
gratitude, Beth McNamara
Beth McNamara - September 30, 2015 at 08:18 PM

“

116 files added to the album LifeTributes

Jowett Family Funeral Home & Cremation Service - August 27, 2015 at 11:15 AM

