Gwendolyn Porter
April 15, 1925 - September 24, 2017

Gwendolyn I. Porter, 92, passed away peacefully September 24, 2017 at the
Homesteader in Benzonia, with her daughter by her side. Gwen is now reunited with her
husband of 50 plus years, David, who preceded her in death in 1995.
Gwen was born April 15, 1925, the daughter of John and Malvina Scarbrough. She was
the third child born to this big, loving family of 12 children, all raised in the little town of
Copemish; 10 brothers and one sister. Gwen LOVED this group and shared so many
wonderful memories of her childhood. Since her only sister was the baby and 20 years her
junior, Gwen was blessed with 10 – yes 10 – boys who looked towards her as another
caregiver. She would say ‘Mom and Dad would tell me to take the boys hands and walk
downtown” and when she’d return – she had another brother. Her parents would take the
infant and the next youngest belonged to Gwen…and she loved it that way. The bond she
had with her siblings was simply a blessing. Gwenn was married before little sister, Joyce,
was born but that didn’t lessen the bond. She LOVED the fact the she FINALLY had the
sister she longed for as a youth.
Gwen worked early in her marriage in various jobs, a short time for different factories
supplying the military during World War II, in the green houses at Trapps Farm with her
husband, and lastly as a cook at Crystal Lake Elementary. During her tenure at the school,
ALL the children bought school lunch. It was just that good!
Gwen was first, and foremost, a wife and a mom. She loved and cared for her family with
patience and compassion of a saint. She was always “there” for her children and
anyone/everyone who was blessed enough to enter her home. The cookie jar was always
full and a cup of tea was readily available for anyone who would sit at her table. Gwen had
45 nieces and nephews and a whole neighborhood of children who, to this day, still call
her “Aunt Gwen”. Everyone was just drawn to her love, quick wit, her sense of humor, and
her unselfish personality. A hug from “Aunt Gwen” just made things a little better. Then
came the grandchildren, nothing made her happier and prouder than the 4 grands! To say
she was a doting grandmother is truly an understatement. She loved cooking for them,
sewing for them, doing crafts with them, reading to them and the list goes on. If one of her
grandkids name appeared in the paper for one of their accomplishments; that article was
clipped and saved. She was so proud of them.

After Gwen’s husband passed, she and her daughter spent a lot of time together and
made a lot of fun memories. They would travel each summer to the Mackinac Bridge, to
the same motel, and just sit and enjoy the water. There were many weekend adventures
as well. Color Tours, trips to shop in every store with “dollar” in its name, and just random
“drop in” visits to someone she’d not seen in a while. Gwen was always ready for “a ride” it
didn’t really matter to where.
Gwen was preceded in death by her parents and brothers Jim, Doug, Chuck, Gene, John,
LD, Tom, Denny and Bill. Gwen and NOT happy that she was outliving her little brothers.
Since they were children, they would line up for photos in the order of their birth. After
each passed, she would say, this is not the way it was supposed to be. We’re sure those
brothers are now all lined up and waiting for Gwen on the other side. Also preceding her in
death were her much loved sisters-in-law Vivien, Millie, Vi, Alice, Olive, Maudie and Bert.
Also, sisters in law Olive and Minnie Mae, brothers in law Jim MacGirr and John Porter.
Gwen is survived by her children David Jr., Dan (Clara) and Mary; her grandchildren Eric
(Misty), Sara, Holly (Aaron) and Derek; great grandchildren Haleigh, Jordan and Aaron Jr.;
brother Fred; sister Joyce; sisters in law Karen, Bobbie, Twila and Jean as well as sister in
law Adelle Porter.
A celebration of Gwen’s life will be held at the Jowett Family Funeral Homes in Benzonia
on Saturday September 30 at 1:00PM with visitation starting at noon. A luncheon will
follow at Grown Benzie located on Hwy 115 just west of the stop light.
In lieu of flowers, Gwen wished to gift the wonderful staff at the Homesteader who so
lovingly tended to her every need. These amazing young ladies did everything from
keeping her room tidy to kissing her goodnight when they tucked her in. Please send all
donations in Gwen’s name directly to Gwen’s daughter, Mary Jackson, 6805 River Street
Benzonia MI 49616 and she will insure that these amazing, deserving girls get Gwen’s
gift. Arrangements by Jowett Family Funeral Homes & Cremation Service.
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Comments

“

I was so sorry to hear of Gwen's passing I can remember when she used to baby sit
the little ones in the family taking my mother for visits and the trips Dave and Gwen
used to take to Gulliver to visit Uncle Lloyd she will hold a special in my heart

Linda Saffron - September 30, 2017 at 11:00 AM

“

105 files added to the album LifeTributes

Jowett Family Funeral Home & Cremation Service - September 29, 2017 at 04:07 PM

