Ford Forrester
April 11, 1939 - February 8, 2020

Fordyce “Ford” H. Forrester, Beulah, died February 8, 2020 at the age of 80. Born in
Beulah on April 11, 1939 the son to Ernest and Thelma Forrester.
Ford was a Veteran who was extremely proud of his service in the Air Force and a true
patriot who loved his country. He was a member and past president of the Frankfort
Eagles and a member of the Honor Lions Club.
He enjoyed all nature, whether it was gardening, trail riding, hunting and fishing.
Ford worked as a cement truck driver for Honor Hardware and Thirlby Auto Parts. He also
drove school bus for Benzie Central School for 14 years.
Most of all he loved his family, especially his beloved children and grandchildren.
He is survived by his children Ginger (Paul) Sulisz of Houghton, Ed (Julie) Forrester of
Paradise, Stanley (Mary Jo) Forrester of Grayling, Todd (Debbie) Gilbert of Beulah, David
Gilbert of Traverse City; grandchildren Jacob, Frank, Zachary, Samuel, Bailey, Alexia,
Emily, Makinzie, Kayle, Jessica, Alena, and Jenna; great grandchildren Hannah, Lakelyn,
Layla, Maci and Marshall; many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by brothers Edson, Arthur and Richard.
Memorial service will be held at 11:00am Wednesday February 19 at Jowett Family
Funeral Home in Benzonia. The family will greet friends one hour prior to the service.
Pastor Caleb Simerson will officiate. Contributions may be directed to the Honor Lions
Club. Arrangements provided by Jowett Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Ford w as a very dear friend of ours. He was a great father and friend to his children.
He had friends scattered all over the county. He will be greatly missed by all.
Carol Parsons.

Carol P - 6 hours ago

“

Ford was always looking for ways to tease me. Some that I remember the most still
make me smile. I When I turned 30 he gave me a handful of coupons for granola
cereal, automatic lifting chairs, Metamucil,etc. and got a big kick out of it.
We were having issues with raccoons getting in our trash cans on our buses so
every morning we were being extra careful to make sure they weren’t still on the bus
when we started our pre-trips. Well Ford put a stuffed skunk on my bus and just sat
back and watched me start my pre-trip and my reaction when I saw the skunk. He
laughed so hard knowing he had scared me so bad.
Then of course we had a bus driver party and he asked me to be his model because
he had been telling me for several days the he was taking a sewing class and he was
going to show me how to make a vest using a paper shopping bag as an example.
Well I won’t go into details but I ended up being “had” again. I think that was his
favorite prank that he had pulled on me.
When my father, Zane Gray, died Ford came to the viewing expressing sincere
sympathy knowing how painful it was for me.
Then when Randy and I moved to Colorado he would contact us often and give us
updates on friends and Benzie happenings.
We spoke to Ford just a couple weeks ago and when we got ready to hang up he got
pretty emotional saying he would stay in touch.
We will miss him, Rest In Peace dear friend.

Susan Miller (Dean) - February 15 at 11:05 AM

