Flora Belle Wellman
December 8, 1915 - July 22, 2015

Flora Belle Wellman, Beulah, 99, passed away July 22, 2015, she was just 140 days short
of celebrating her 100th birthday; where she would have certainly have bragged about her
five grandchildren Carley (Kevin) McAbee, Ryan (Rani) Wellman, Graham Wellman, Beth
and Kathleen Peshek and four great grandkids (Olso, Junot and Zinnia McAbee and
Joseph Wellman.)
She is also survived by her children Don, Karl and Tim Wellman and Margot (Craig)
Peshek.
She was preceded in death by her son Robert Barry.
When Flora Belle Erwin- known to friends and family as “Flo”, met her Beulah-born beaux,
William Emory Wellman, she was living with her family in Birmingham, MI working as a
telephone operator for the Bell Telephone Company. During their courtship, she visited
Benzie County several times with friends before her and (by then) Capt. Wellman were
wed in 1943. They were stationed with the Army Air Corps in Orlando, FL and moved to
Detroit after the War.
She may not have realized then how interwoven her life would become with Benzie and its
surrounding beaches, dunes and citizens.
Through the years, Beulah was the favorite vacation spot for the growing Wellman familyBarry, Don, Margot (Craig), Karl and Tim. Many trips UP North then back to their home in
Detroit; summer, fall winter, and spring, gave Flo a true appreciation for this beautiful
region.
In 1985, when Flo and Emory (1912-1986) made Beulah their permanent address, they
settled into the family home on South Benzie Boulevard. They embraced life here,
becoming members of the Benzonia Congregational Church and active members of and
volunteers with in the community.
Flo contributed endless hours at the Darcy Library of Beulah and the Benzie Historical
Museum; she was a faithful member of the “Benzie Beauties” Red Hat Group; book and
garden clubs. Well into her 90’s, she was a determined participant in water aerobics at the
Crystal Mountain Resort.
Funeral service will be held at 11:00AM Monday July 27 at the First Congregational
Church of Benzonia with Rev. Stephen Davidson officiating. There will be a visitation one

hour prior to the service. Burial in Benzonia Township Cemetery. Contributions may be
directed to the Special Olympics or the Habitat for Humanity. Arrangements by Jowett
Family Funeral Homes & Cremation Service in Frankfort & Benzonia
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Comments

“

Margot, Don, Karl and Tim - I was on vacation when I heard that your mom had died.
This is my first opportunity to express by condolences. I have such good memories of
her, your dad and the entire family. I know I spent a lot of time at your house and it
was always a good place to be. Your mom and dad were kind and welcoming. I
remember outings with your mom to a Japanese gift store and to see the movie A
Flower Drum Song. Also remember visiting her at Ward's with Margot. Your family
will always have a special place in the hearts of the Smulskys.
It sounds like your mom certainly lead a full life - even into her 90s. She has left you
with lots of good memories I'm sure. I will keep her, your dad and entire family in my
prayers.
Sincerely,
Suzanne Smulsky

suzanne smulsky - August 16, 2015 at 03:30 PM

“

5 files added to the album LifeTributes

Jowett Family Funeral Home & Cremation Service - July 28, 2015 at 06:13 AM

“

87 files added to the album LifeTributes

Jowett Family Funeral Home & Cremation Service - July 26, 2015 at 06:57 PM

