Doug Luther
July 6, 1950 - September 8, 2019

Charles Douglas “Doug” Luther, 69, of Frankfort, Michigan died on Sunday, September 8,
2019 at the Munson Hospice House in Traverse City.
Doug was born in Detroit, Michigan to Charles and Mildred Luther. He graduated from
Valparaiso University in 1972, taught school for two years, and then went on to have a
long and successful career in the commercial insurance industry, most recently at Hub
International in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He retired in 2006 and in 2010 Doug and his
beloved wife, Carol, moved from Jenison, Michigan to Frankfort.
Doug was originally diagnosed with leukemia in 1999 and underwent a Bone Marrow
Transplant in 2005. Despite the success of the transplant, he valiantly battled with
additional cancer and serious health issues over the last 14 years, often with an optimism
and good cheer that deﬁed his medical circumstances. Doug didn’t let diagnoses or
disease keep him from enjoying all that Northern Michigan has to oﬀer. He loved to golf
and played as much as he could. He had a passion for music. In recent years, he had
taught himself to play guitar, a pursuit he shared with his only grandson. Doug was an avid
writer of songs and poems, some of which can be found on YouTube and oﬀer a view into
his inspirational journey. Doug had many additional interests and loved discussing faith,
justice, politics, ﬁlms, technology, and many other issues with friends and family.
Throughout their marriage, Doug and Carol (both widowed at a young age) facilitated grief
support groups for people who had suﬀered serious losses. Doug was also very involved
in his church, Trinity Lutheran, and had completed training to serve as a Lay Minister.
Unfortunately, because of health issues in recent years he was not able to fully serve in
that capacity as he had hoped.
Doug was preceded in death by his ﬁrst great love and wife of 12 years, Lanette (Meyer)
Luther, who died tragically in a car accident in 1983. Doug is survived by his second great
love and wife of 33 years, Carol (Mahns) Luther; his devoted daughter and son-in-law,
Sarah and Kevin Ryan (Raleigh, NC); his three grandchildren who brought him inﬁnite joy,
Benjamin, Abby, and Kate Ryan (Raleigh, NC); his dear mother-in-law, Glennis Meyer
(Glendale, AZ), his sisters, Bonnie (Tom) Kroeger (Cincinnati, OH) and Joyce (Stephen)
Scherer (Mt. Pleasant, MI); along with many treasured nieces, nephews and three special
sisters-in-law and their families.

Doug was a man of strong faith and his loved ones take comfort in knowing he was not
afraid of death and was ready to be with God.
Friends and family are invited to a visitation at Jowett Funeral Home in Benzonia on
Friday, September 13 from 6:00-8:00pm. A funeral service to honor Doug’s life will be at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Frankfort at 3:00pm on Saturday, September 14 with visitation
at church one hour prior to the service.
In lieu of ﬂowers, donations may be made to Trinity Lutheran Church Memorial Fund or a
charity of one’s choice. Arrangements provided by Jowett Family Funeral Home.

Events
SEP
13

First Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Jowett Family Funeral Home - Benzonia
7223 South Street, Benzonia, MI, US, 49616

SEP
14

Celebration of Life

03:00PM

Trinity Lutheran Church Frankfort
955 James Street, Frankfort, MI, US, 49635

Comments

“

To Doug's many loved ones:
Please accept my condolences at Doug's death and be assured of my prayers for
you in the coming days and weeks.
Doug and I met in the Lay Ministry program of the North/West Lower Michigan
Synod.I taught in the program for many years, and Doug was one of the most eager
and inquisitive students ever to take the course. I always looked forward to seeing
Doug and found myself mightily disappointed if he was unable to come to a retreat.
In addition to his astute observations and incisive questions during the actual
sessions, he almost always sought me out at free times or during meals to follow up
on what he had been thinking or to open a new line of conversation.
As we have corresponded over the last few months, I have been lifted up by his
combination of realistic assessment of his health as well as optimism and
thanksgiving for the good days or parts of the good days he was still able to enjoy.
My life has been richer because of Doug's life, and it is now poorer because of his
death. At that point, I imagine I speak for many others.
Rev. Walter F. Taylor, Jr., Ph.D.,
Ernest W. and Edith S. Ogram Professor Emeritus of New Testament Studies
Trinity Lutheran Seminary
Columbus, Ohio
September 16, 2019

Walter Taylor - September 16, 2019 at 11:40 AM

“

Carol. Our deepest sympathy to you and your family. Memory eternal.
Chris and Doug Pruitt

Chris Pruitt - September 13, 2019 at 04:10 PM

“

September 11, 2019
We are very saddened by Doug's passing and extend our heartfelt sympathy to
Carol, Sarah and each family member he deeply cherished. Doug drew his strength
and will to live from his family's unfailing love and care for him. Doug's determination
and grit to overcome the many difficult challenges in this life were possible because
his heart was filled with love, gratitude and joy, with never a hint of self-pity or
hopelessness. Doug's life was about sharing joy with Carol and each of his beloved
family members. Beyond family, Doug valued his Lord, exercised his intellect, was
awed by beauty in song and creation, honored his commitments and upheld his great
integrity and quiet dignity. Doug wasn't stuffy or stiff. His love of language and
semantics gave rise to his subtle yet sharp sense of humor. It kept his friends on our
toes! Last, but never least, Doug did not ever tire of following that little white golf ball
over lush fairways, sand traps, water hazards and into thickets. He was the ultimate
Golf Optimist: Doug knew the next round would hold the chance for taking fewer

strokes and carding a lower score. In His infinite wisdom, God has probably already
recruited Doug as the Assistant Heavenly Golf Rules Official. Our love to you, dear
Doug.
Tom and Diane
Tom, Diane Ecklund, Grand Rapids, MI
Diane Ecklund - September 12, 2019 at 12:46 PM

“

What a great example for us all. May Our Lord hold Carol and all Doug's family and
all Doug's beloveds in His Hands as they grieve the loss of this good, good man.
May Doug's soul and the soul of all the departed rest in peace.
Jeannette Feeheley

Jeannette Feeheley - September 11, 2019 at 07:22 PM

