David Michael Koscielski
June 10, 1954 - December 10, 2015

David Michael Koscielski
875 W. E. Edge Rd, Germfask, Mi. 49836. Originally from Saginaw, later moved to
Traverse City.
61 years old
Died December 10, 2015
Born June 10, 1954
Parents Daniel Michael and Joann Rita (Golonska) Koscielski (Deceased)
All who knew Dave knew what he was passionate about. His boys, his family and the
great outdoors. And often times he liked to combined the three. Dave taught his boys how
to hunt and fish from the time they were big enough to hold a pole or carry a gun. He was
there when they took their first deer, or turkey. To bait hooks, or remove them when one
brother hooked the other instead of the fish. There were countless hunting and fishing
trips with his brothers and close friends. He taught his oldest grandson how to shoot his
first BB gun, while also teaching his granddaughter how to out shoot her brothers. He
enjoyed spending time outside in his garden, planting fruit trees and working in his food
plot, where he grew turnips as big as your head. And if you knew Dave, you knew you
would hear the latest bird and game report when you got him on the phone.
Dave loved family; and to Dave everyone one was family. His heart was huge and his soul
gentle. One of Dave’s favorite things to do was to get together with his brothers, sisters
and their families to swap stories and reminisce. Often times when he told a story about
his boys it started with “and there they were, both of them together, side by each.” It didn’t
matter who you were or how long he knew you, everyone was welcome. “Come on in and
have a beer” were words often spoken in the Koscielski home. But, if you didn’t like
PBR…well too bad. It didn’t matter who you were or where you came from, if you were in
need Dave offered to help. Dave loved to cook and loved to feed people. He’d take you in
and made sure you didn’t go hungry. Not too long ago he taught his granddaughter how to
make his mom’s infamous meatballs.
Dave will be greatly missed by all who had the joy of knowing him. While our hearts ache
with his sudden passing, he’s left a great legacy behind, ensuring the Koscielski traditions
be carried on for years to come.

Survived by his sons, his pride and joys, David Luke Koscielski (Jennifer) and John Adam
Koscielski (Carly), six Grandchildren whom he adored, Isaak, Jedidiah, Grace, Jacob,
Ava, and Octavian . His siblings Karen (Rick)Bierd, Bill(Delores) Kosceilski, Gary (Gina)
Koscielski, Daniel (Valerie)Koscielski, and Amy Koscielski-Schempp. Significant other
Melissa Zellar. Numerous Aunts, Uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, and many friends.
And Mary Bolxsom a friend and the mother of the children.
A cocktail celebration of life will be held Wednesday Dec 16th from 1-4 at the Jowett
Family Funeral Home in Benzonia.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be directed to David (Luke)Koscielski

Events
DEC
16

Celebration of Life 01:00PM - 04:00PM
Jowett Family Funeral Home - Benzonia
7223 South Street, Benzonia, MI, US, 49616

Comments

“

I met Dave for the first time a little over three years ago through George. The whole
way up he was telling me all these crazy and funny stories about their friendship
through the years, so I kind of had an idea what he was going to be like. Dave
welcomed me into his home with his trademark "come on in and have a beer" He
was so excited for us to be there. Over the past three years when ever we would be
heading up he would give us a weather report and deer report. He would keep an
eye on things when we weren't there, someone you could count on. Dave was a
great cook! His spaghetti was awesome! Definitely going to miss stopping in and
talking to him. Cheers to you bucksnort, you will be missed. My thoughts are with the
Koscielski family and Mel.

Tyna Hartley - December 15, 2015 at 06:10 PM

“

Hey Brother, Just thought I should say something. Even though we didn't see each
other very much, we always talked on the phone. I had great times with you even
with our age difference. I enjoyed coming to your house in Rennie Lake and visiting
you and also helping you finish your place in the UP. I think we are all very close
even though we all live in different directions. I thank Mom and Dad for that and I
hope we all carry that on to our kids. You made a big impact on me and I'm going to
miss you so much. I love you Brother. I will keep in touch with your kids. Say hi to
Mom and Dad for me (or should I say, Mom and Dad please keep an eye on Dave)
See you on the other side.
Your brother, Dan

Dan Koscielski - December 15, 2015 at 03:43 PM

“

When Dan and I got married, we spent our honeymoon in the UP. We stayed with
Dave for a couple days in his beautiful home and he was the greatest host. The first
night there, we all went to a local establishment for a few cocktails. On our way back
Dave had too pee so Dan stopped along a back road. When Dave was finished with
his business, he got back in the car and turned around with a bouquet of beautiful
wild flowers he had picked for me! I will always remember that. He was such a
sweetheart. Whenever Dave and Dan talked on the phone, he always asked Dan to
put me on the phone and we would just chat. Rest in peace Dave

Valerie Koscielski - December 15, 2015 at 02:22 PM

“

111 files added to the album LifeTributes

Jowett Family Funeral Home & Cremation Service - December 15, 2015 at 08:06 AM

“

To Dave's family our thoughts and prayers are with you. Dave was a great guy, we
spent a lot of time at the BP just visiting with him, he was a very kind and friendly
person, it just won't be the same without him their. His life was cut way to short, hope
God has a special plan for him.

Ray - December 13, 2015 at 08:56 PM

“

Sending love and prayers to all of the Koscielski family. We are sharing in your
sorrow and wishing you all the comfort and love you need to get through this sad
time. Hugs to all of you.

Al and Barb Myczkowiak - December 13, 2015 at 08:45 PM

“

To the Koscielski family; Mike and I are so sorry about the loss of David. May you all
find peace and love at this time. Mike & Laurie Guttowsky

Mike Guttowsky - December 13, 2015 at 07:54 PM

“

To Dave's family I send all my prayers. I went to high school with Dave and will
always remember his sense of humor !! All of us meeting at McDonald's on Bay road
where Mark Mcmaster would show up in his station wagon with all the drinks we
ordered earlier in the week. Dave being the first in line . A great man and a kind man
that I haven't seen in forever but no doubt was the best dad and grandpa anyone
could hope for. God bless him. He is gone too soon

Sharon Rudy Kocsis - December 13, 2015 at 05:53 PM

“

I will miss going to the BP and seeing Dave and talking to him. Dave would always
ask me in the summer if I had my garden going and what I had planted in it, and
during hunting season he would ask if we got anything. What a great guy he was and
he will surely be missed the BP won't be the same.

Donna Dukes - December 13, 2015 at 03:38 PM

“

I can start but never finish the list of memories with Dave (bucksnort) my favorite or
"Special K " as his fellow workers in Germfask affectionately called him..it goes back
to single digit years of age when we snuck down to drainage ditches to spear pike
and were shot with rock salt for trespassing ,to sneaking & sampling our parents
cigarettes while walking to catechism classes (and getting sick from them)...oh and
thanks again to "ma" Koscielski for always covering for me so my parents didn't
know..whew...then came high school sports & girls & beer &cars & then what really
mattered..his wife & kids...he was one of the first in our class to make that big
step...we managed to find time during the next 40yrs to hunt & fish with a passion
and this was his calling..I made the mistake of teaching him(this was rare, because it
was usually the other way around) how to fish Saginaw river walleye..only to have
him out fish me everytime!!I owe him for the chance to get my first bear bow hunting
and most of my whitetail experiences..priceless..except when he accidentally shot
the side of my truck with an arrow...we laughed 'til we cried..well..there's more, but
I'm not much of a talker..haha...Dave could always tell it better...like others..I wish he
would've stayed with us a lot longer!!see you in the woods..dog!

george garstecki - December 13, 2015 at 01:22 PM

